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FOR THE CHRISTIAN momitoR. 
ON CHURLISHNESS. : 


1 Scene, xxv. 17. 


He is such a son of Belial, shag @ man cannot speak to him. 


T’o ittustrate and apply this passage of the scriptures, it: will 
‘be necessary to examine the sacred history, of which it is a part. 
Saul, whom God had anointed king over Israel, forfeited his 
crown by disobedience. David,,by,,divine appointment, was 
‘anointed king in his room). and.was, waiting for Saul’s decease, 
that he might occupy the throne. - Savk.being jealous of David, 
sought to kill’>him; and David, to preserve his life, betook him- 
self to the wilderness. While he dwelt among the:mountains, it 
became generally known that‘ Samuel had anointed him king 
over Israel by the command of Gad. 

In consequence of this, mahy who were-weary of Soul’ s wicked 
reign, or who were personally attached to the youthful monarch, 
fled from Saul and united themselves to. the interests of J)avid, 
while he yet sojourned in. the mountains of Carmel and Maon. 
In a short time his company of lowers consisted of six hun- 
ated men. This collection of people in the wilderness was un- 
doubtedly a matter of public conversation, and tended more 

Vou. I. 25 . 
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widely to diffuse the knowledge of David’s divine right to the 
throne. 

Now in the wilderness, where David sheltered himself from 
the storm of Suul’s unhallowed fire, dwelt Nabal, a rich man of 
the house of Caleb, who had very great possessions in the moun- 
tains. Asa proof of his great wealth, the sacred historian in- 
forms us that he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats. 

This man must have known the churacter and circumstances 
of David; for the inspired writer informs us that Nabai’s wife, 
“a woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance,” 
said to David when she met him, “ the Lord will certainly make 
my lord a sure house; because my lord fighteth the buttles of 
the Lord, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days. Yet 
a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul: but the soul 
of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the Lord thy 
God. And it shall come to pass, when the Lord shall have done 
to my lord according to all the good that he-hath spoken concern- 
ing thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler over Israel, that 
this shall be no grief unto thee.” 

it is probable, too, that David must have been known to Na- 
bal, from the fact that the former preserved the flocks of the lat- 
ter in the wilderness. His servants could testify concerning 
David and his men, saying, “ they were very good td us, and we 
were not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as long as we were 
conversant with them, when we were in the fields.. They were 
a wall unto us, both by night and day, all the while we were with 
them keeping the sheep.” 

It is concerning Nabal, the husband of this beautiful and sensi- 
ble woman, the master of these servants, and the subject of David 
the king, who was then his neighbour, that it is said, * he ix 
such a son of Belial that a man cannot sfeak to him.”i Belial: 
signifies the wicked one, or the devil. Nabal was suche ¢hildr 
of the devil that a man could not speak to him. These words 
are highly characteristic of the churlish man. The word of God 
expressly says concerning Nabal, “but the: man was churlish 
ahd evil in his doings.” : 

‘When the time of shearing sheep had come, David, who still 
abode in the wilderness, and who wanted for six hundred men the 
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uecessarics of life, sent a friendly and polite message to Nabal, 
asking for some trifling present from his hand. The season was 
a favourable one. Nabal was surrounded by affluence, and in 
the joy of his heart, one would think, could not give sparingly 
or grudgingly. David asked him to make no great sacrifice of 
property, and none of ease. Attend to the words of the message 
itself. ‘Peace be to thee, and peace be to thine house, and 
peace be to all that thou hast. And now I have heard that thou 
hast shearers; [when it was usual to make a feast,] now, thy 
shepherds which were with us, we hurt them not, neither was 
there aught missing to them, all the while we were in Carmel. 
Ask thy young men, and they will show thee: wherefore, let the 
young men find favour in thine eyes ; (for we come in a good day) 
give I pray thee whatsoever cometh to thine hand, unto thy ser- 
vants, and to thy son David.” You perceive that the message 
is couched in polite terms, and seems to have been dictated by 
a benevolent heart. David asks for what it was convenient for 
him to give, and nothing more. Who could have refused this 
reasonable request ? Who could not have been charmed with this 
eloquent appeal to one’s generosity, made by one who had done 
many acts of kindness ? Alas, there are such sons of Belial that 
aman cannot speak to them, without being insulted, abused, and 
repulsed, Mark the conduct of the churl. “ And Nabal an- 
swered David’s servant and said, Who is David? And who is the 
son of Jesse? There be many servants now-a-days that break 
away every man from his master. Shall I then take of my bread, 
and my water, and my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, 
and give it unto men whom I know not whence they be?” Here 
the churlish man has given us his own character in miniature». 
Nabal had much rather return an insulting, than a pacific, and: 
swer. He might easily have returned conciliatory words; but 
no, he leved to snarl, grin, and bite at those who made kind ad- 
vances towards him. He might have said, “I am sensible of 
your kindness, and thank you for it; but cannet conveniently at 
this time, when I have many labourers, spare much of my bread 
or flesh.” This did not suit his sour soul. He must reproach 
David; and show him, that in the malevolence of his heart ht 
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even envied him so cheap a refreshment as a draught of cold 
water. 

Very well he knew who David was, and who David's father 
was; butthe churl wanted to make David believe himself a poor 
shepherd’s boy, unknown to people of consequence. He gave 
the king to understand that he thought him some faithless ser- 
vant, who had absconded from his master. “ Shall I then,” he 
asks, encourage you in your idleness, and harbour, or assist a 
run-a-way servant lad?.1 want my meat for my shearers, and 
you, a hungry dog, shall not taste a mouthful of my supper.” 
Nabal probably intended to insinuate, at the same time, that Da- 
vid was a rebel against Saul; and had run away from his lawful 
master; when in truth, Nabal knew that Dayid had been one of 
Saul’s bravest warriors, and had fled to preserve his life from 
the destroyer. The evil disposition of Nabal appears in its worst 
light, when we reflect, that David had protected his flocks, and 
desired to participate with him in a season of festivity, in which 
if ever, his heart would be cheerful and kind; that he possessed 
a greater abundance, and that he became intoxicated with wine, 
while he denied David the necessary article of water from his 
fountain. ‘ Behold, he held in his house a feast, like the feast 
of a king; an@ Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was 
very drunken.” It would seem, from this expression, that he 
was never cheerful and pleasant, except through excess of 
wine. 

There are some such persons in our days, who seem wholly 
bound up in themselves; who will be tolerably pleasant, if all 
surrounding acquaintances anticipate their selfish desires, but 
who will hurl the torch of discord at the nearest friends, if they 
presume to have any interests of their own. When their animal 
spirits do not move with unusual facility ; when prosperity extorts 
not from them the smile of momentary satisfaction, they are 
“sharper than a thorn hedge.” Approach them, and a thorn 
meets you on every side. Attempt to escape, and you are im- 
plicated in a maze of briars. Resist them, and you rush upon 
thick swords; yield to them, and they slay you after your sur- 
render. Much they resemble the children in the market. Mourn 
with them, and they lgugh at you ; pipe to them, and they will 
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not dance. Seek to please them in any way, and they become 
more stubborn, and fretful: displease them, and they will give 
you no peace. These are the sons and daughters of Nabal, the 
churl; who was such a son of Belial that a man could not, with 
any pleasure speak to him. Ask of Nabal a favour, and he insults 
you; do him a kindness, and he returns you cursing and bitter- 
ness. 

The reader has undoubtedly seen some persons, whose pecu- 
liar pleasure arose from the uneasiness of others. If they could 
make others weep, they would laugh; if they could produce . 
extreme confusion and uneasiness, they had accomplished the, 
highest wishes of their malevolent hearts. 

For an antidote to this morose temper, let us remember, that 
the churl brings upon himself the contempt of his inferiors. 
This remark is exemplified in the history of Nabal; for all his 
servants entertained an unfavourable opinion of his character. 
They despised his snarling method of speaking and acting: they 
abhorred his niggardly soul. They heard the message which 
David sent ; and the answer Nabal returned ; and justly conclu- 
ded, that it would excite the king’s indignation. Fearing his 
displeasure, they came to Nabal’s wife, and represented the case. 
A young man, who was one of the first in influence, said, “ Be- 
hold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness to salute our 
master: and he railed on them. Now, therefore, know and con- 
sider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined against our mas- 
ter, and against all his household: for-he is such a son of Belial 
thata man cannot speak to him.” We may judge from this speech 
that all the servants of Nabal knew his character, and justly es- 
timated him to be a snarling wretch. The danger of experienc- 
ing punishment was well known, and the servant was confident 
that Abigail perfectly knew the churlish husband, or he had not 
presumed thus to speak before his mistress. Self-preservation 
urged him to speak the truth and risque the consequences. Can 
ether churls expect to secure the respect of servants? Equals, 
who are members of the same family, will sometimes converse 
with servants upon the sour temper of some superior. Hus- 
bands are even compelled to appease their servants, by saying, 
® be calm, you know her temper:” and wives are sometimes cen- 
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strained to act the same part, by saying, “ you must not too much 
regard his words, for he is always peevish.” Servants cannot be 
expected to be very obedient and respectful to such masters, as 
brothers, sisters and partners cannot support. This, surely, is 
an evil, which ought to make the churl confine his fiend-like 
temper within the prison of his own angry bosom ; and you may 
regard it as a general rule, that those persons will ever be tor- 
mented with bad servants; for good ones will not endure cause- 
less insult. 
(To be continued.) 


— oS 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


AN ESSAY ON DESPAIR. 


Tue many unhappy victims who are kept in this iron cage, 
as good Bunyan calls it, is truly lamentable; as it is more than 
probable that those we call presumptuous sinners, because they 
appear careless how they live, plunging on from bad to worse, 
and running on in sin without restraint, and seemingly without 


remorse ; it is very probable that most of these unhappy perscns 
continue in sin, from a latent despair of ever being able to do 
better ; they sin, because they think they must sin. Possibly 
many of them had tried repeatedly to overcome sin, but not taking 
hold of the strength of the Lord Jesus, they failed in their ef- 
forts; they tried to be more watchful, they failed in this also ; 
corrupt nature has baffled them, sin has gained the mastery, and 
they now sin because they see no remedy at hand. I would call 
these despairing sinners. The word we translate despair («Zaxe- 
gevmeros) is found but twice in the New Testament, 2 Cor. i. 8. 
and iv. 8. It signifies to be utterly at a loss, to be in the ut- 
most perplexity, to be bewildered like one lost in the dreary 
mazes of a forest, without ever a hope of finding a path to Jead 
him safely out. In some, despair arises from a misconception 
of the mercy of God. Instead of beholding the Deity as repre- 
sented in his holy word, they forma gloomy picture of him 
from an image in their own desponding and injudicious minds. 
The deity they form is not the God of love, whose tender mer- 
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_ Ges are over all his works, who delighteth not in the death of a 
sinner, but would rather that a// should come to the knowledge 
of the truth and live; but an ideal monster, compounded of 
wrath, malignity, cruelty and fury, somewhat like the Zhor of 
our Saxon ancestors, who in their gloomy minds is only waiting ~ 
for an opportunity to cut them off. Not a few sink into despair 
by perverting the word of God, and skilfully and industriously 
collecting every threatening from the sacred book, against 
whomsoever levelled, and aim them against their own breasts; 
they imagine they have committed our Lord’s sin against the 
Holy Ghost, St. John’s sin unto death, and St. Paul’s fearful fall- 
ing away; hence they think the Lord’s mercy is clean gone, and 
their day of grace and probation past ; not discerning the devices 
of Satan, they put from them the precious hopes of the gospel, 
and sink down into all the horrors of believing that their final die 
is cast, and that for them there remains no more sacrifice for 
sin, but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation. 
that shall devour the adversary. Despair in some arises from a 
morbid state of the humours.. When the habit is scorbutic, or the 
person of a nervous hypochondriac cast, habitually low-spirited, 
there may be a strong tendency to despair. Not afew backsli- 
ders give Way to this dismal mental malady; a recollection of 
past unfaithfulnieé$s pierces them with severe darts, and the ene- 
my is not wantifig to persuade them they cannot be renewed 
to repentance. 

Having pointed out the principle of this deplorable state, we 
now come to show some of its sad and dismal effects. In its 
mildest form it is a sad prostration of the powers and energies of 
the mind, together with a loss of confidence in God; for while 
we rely on a power that called us into being to be blest, we shall 
not sink either into dejection or despair. Despair is often at- 
tended with the loss of hope, and with a tormenting fear and 
dread of the fixed displeasure of God, and everlasting wrath. 


In terror clad the deity is seen, 

But no mild intercessor stands between, 

With terms of peace fierce wrath to reconcile, 
Or bid red burning justice wear a smile. 
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The promise shines, but still new doubts suggest, 
Grace never will relume the-sinner’s breast ; 

Doubts rise on doubts, and feat to fear succeeds, 
Distress’d, appall’d, he trembles while he reads, 
Beholds an angry curse on every leaf, 

And every scripture aggravates his grief. 

Lost in a maze of dark intricate doubt, 

No star to cheer, no path to lead him out, 
Embarrass’d, craz’d, bewilder’d, and perplext, 

Peace bleeds, hope dies, and wild despair comes next. 


This unhappy disposition sometitnes operates to the utter ne+ 
giect of, as well as indifference to, religious duties, especially 
prayer and reading the word of God. Sometimes the mind is 
wound up to a pitch of horror, and feels all the terrors of a 
wounded conscience, grows indifferent to the tender ties and 
sweet relations of life, and sometimes runs distracted; where 
the mental powers are too strong to suffer derangement, the dis- 
position may rise to a fixed hatred, or subside to a settled hatred 
of God and heavenly things. Sometimes suicide has crowned 
the miserable and dismal state of the unhappy victim, who to 
avoid temporary misery, has plunged into everlasting torments, 
and terribly closed his awful-career. In my next I propose to 
send you an antidote to despair ; meanwhile I remain your affec- 
tionate servant, M. 

Greenwich Village, New-York, Dec. , 181%. 


—— eo 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


OF HOLY-DAYS. 


NO. II. 


On honour to Janus ; and on true liberty, and Christian gevernment. 


2. THE Romans are said to have consecrated the first day 
of the year, as a holy-day, to honour Janue, a pretended deity,- 
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who presided in their belief, over the beginning of all business ; 
and consequently over the commencement of a new-year. The 
name of the first month is called from his name January. 
Thus we may see that the first day, andname of the urst month h 
ef the year, as vulgarly kept and called, appear to be remains of i 
pagan corruption and idolatry.—-Is it not, therefore, a pity and : 
dishonour to those who reject idols, when they continue the prac- f 
tice, and speak the language of idolaters and pagans? These 
things are improper among us, on this account; but how muck 
more pernicious when we consider the day as it is now celebra- 
ted by our fellow-citizens? It is a serious évil, that demands a 
remedy. Let us, therefore, avoid the keeping of all such days 
as Christmas and New-Year’s day ; knowing that under the pre- 
sent dispensation, which is not that of shadows and types, but of 
the substance and antitype, every day ought to be kept holy to 
the Jehovah God Immanuel, whose temples we are, or ought to 
be ; with the inscription of“ holiness to the Lord” on every vessel 
of his house. 
3. If we disuse all sach days, we must disuse a certain politi- 
cal day, lately introduced as a day consecrated to liberty, and which 
is ‘celebrated as the anniversary day of our national existence, 
among the kingdoms and governments of this world. Liberty ie 
an inestimable benefit, which, rightly understood, cannot be too 
highly estimated. It is not licentiousness, but a privilege of do~ : 
ing every thing not injurious to our neighbours, and a restric- 
tion from doing any wrong or misdemeanor. This is civil liber- 
ty: but true, eternal, and real liberty, is infinitely superior te 
this; and is divine liberty, which consists in a freedom from all 
sin. This is the liberty of the sons of God, who are washed by 
the Spirit, living and abiding in them. And where this deptizing 
Spirit of Jehovah is, there is liberty, and’no where else. This is 
the liberty that cannot be too highly prized, and which none 
knows but he that has it. “ Now the Lord is that Spirit.” 2 Cor. 
iii. 17. And this Spirit leads out of all. the kingdoms of’ this: 
world, which dre not yet those of our Lord and his Christ. 
If, therefore, Satan is the prince of this world, as said our Sa- 
viour, John xiv. 30, and god of this world, as said Paul, 2 Cor. 
iv. 4.' And if the kingdoms of this world are not become the 


OF HOLY-DAYS. 










































$94 OF HOLY-DAYs. 


kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ, agreeable to the predic-- 
tion in the apocalypse ; then the conclusion is evident and un- 
deniable, that Satan, the prince of the power of the air, is still 
the chief legislator and governor of the nations. I believe his 
authority is much circumscribed by the little stone or kingdom 
of Christ cut out of the mountain without hands, and which shall 
one day become a great mountain or government that will em- 
brace all nations. Now tell me, whether our national govern- 
ment belongs to the prince of this world, or to the invisible king- 
dom of Jesus Christ? Our present national independence was 
sought more by blood-shed, force, and war, than by Christian 
weapons; which latter are not carnal, but mighty. Christ, the 
prince of peace and king of Salem, hath prohibited war, and 
those carnal lusts which produce it- He hath prohibited re- 
venge, and all resistance to evil; to that evil arising from exter- 
nal violence to a man’s person or property. Moses’s law was re- 
taliation ; an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a resistance to 
evil done to one’s person or chattels; and his law commanded 
‘war against the Canaanites. But these things were figurative 
and typical. Christ’s law is not at all so: but whosoever shall 
smite the right cheek, (cheek standing for any part of one’s 
person,) turn to him the other also: and if any man will sue 
thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak 
also: coat stands for any part of one’s property. Wherefore, 
neither person nor property are to be forcibly maintained against 
the illegal or violent attacks of others. For revenge is not ours 
but the Lord’s, and he will, if we leave it to him, repay it. On 
the contrary, we are to do good for evil, and forgive as we expect 
forgiveness; so camnot retaliate, rail, contend, or fight: we are 
to love our neighbour as ourselves; so must preserve his life 
as well as our own, and must not fight and murder him, whom 
even as our enemy, we are commanded to love, and for whora 
we are in duty bound to pray. Pray for them who despitefully 
tse you. If individuals will obey this law of grace, instead of 
Moses’s Jaw, the millennium will come to every such individual, 
and in due time to the nations, and the kingdoms of this world 
will be our Lord’s and his Christ’s ; then “ nation will no more 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
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more ;”” peate will be on earth, and God’s will be done on earth 
as in heaven. 

If such is the nature of true liberty, and exists only where the 
fear of God restrains from all injustice ; and if such is the na- 
ture of a kingdom of God, where only his spirit rules ; have we 
veal liberty or not? and have we a Christian or Antichristian go- 
vernment ? And if this nation rose by the sword of carnal minds; 
and is another star in the princely diadem of the adversary, how 
can you, my dear friends, who profess the peaceable doctrines of 
Christ, openly oppose his kingdom, by celebrating the anniver- 
sary-day of a bloody revolution, attended by vengeance, misery, 
wrath. How dare you revere, trust, and honour the weapons of 
destruction, that abomination of desolation? or eulogize the 
Nimrods of modern days? 

As Washington and others, saw not beyond the old covenant 
of the letter which killeth, God may have winked at their igno- 
rance, and forgiven them; and no doubt he did, if they were 
othefwise faithful to his saving Spirit, which giveth life. 

Are thanksgivings bestowed on him who judges the nations, 
and whose providence is overall his works, by drinking, revelry, 
gluttony, toasting, singing songs, huzzaing, firing, drumming, 
&c. or is Belial and Bellona thanked and worshipped more? If 
we intended to adore and render thanks to Jehovah, would we 
not go from labour to meetings of worship, adoring him in his 
own Spirit, which is the true place of worship, and the New Je- 
rusalem, where stands his temple and church. And from the 
meetings would we not retire with solemnity and gravity to use- 
ful occupations? But now our Aoly-days are hollow-days of vani- 
ty, idleness and dissipation ; and it would be far better not to no- 
tice or remember them, than to abuse them as we do. AndI 
hope, that my fellow-citizens who are friends to real liberty, di- 
vine government, and moral conduct, will excuse me for attack- 
‘ing a popular practice. 

—2 te 
REMARK. 

Pray in thy family daily, that thy dwelling may be in the aum 

ber of the families that call oa God. 
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Extract ofa Letter from Doetor Gano of Providence to Mt. 
Archibald Maclay, of this City. 


Provipence, Nov. 6, 1812. 
Duar BrotTuen, 

Your acceptable favour of the 19th ult. by Brother Win- 
chell, came to hand just as I arrived from a journey, which oc- 
casioned an increase of business.on my return, and prevented 
me from replying to you sooner. 

We have abundant reason to bless and adore the great Re- 
deemer, for the manifestations of his love and mercy in calling 
numbers of late from “darkness into light.” The good work 
commenced, as to its visibility, in February last. For a few 
weeks previous to this, a number of our brethren and sisters be- 
came revived in their Christian exercises, and some anticipated 
the blessed out-pouring of the Holy Spirit. As for myself I 
was alternately between hope and fear, but felt strong desires for 
such a season. Alas, my dear brother, how little do we knowour- 
selves! I sometimes thought, if my blessed Master would make 
me instrumental in one more reformation, I could almost adopt 
the language of Simeon. But I was often made to exa- 
mine whether the glory of the Lord Jesus was the single object 
in view. Indeed I often fear the pride of party too frequently 
engrosses the feelings of Christians, which interrupts their own 
happiness, and renders them so useless in the best of causes, 
To return from this digression. In February I baptized one 
sistér. From this time there was evidently an uncommon so- 
lemnity upon the minds of the people, and adeep attention to 
the concerns of eternity. Numbers became convinced of the 
deceitfulness of sin, and of their own vileness and unworthiness 
as sinners; which made them cry for mercy. Soon we had the 
happiness of hearing the songs of souls emancipated from the 
dominion of sin, and rejoicing in rich, free, distinguishing grace, 
Every month since the work commenced, I have been called to 
administer baptism. The greatest number I have baptized at 
one time was thirty-five. Six of those joined the second church, 
as they had no one to administer the ordinance at the time. The 
whole number that have joined the first church since the ref6r- 
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fnation began, are one hundred and fourteen. About twenty 
have joined the second church during the same period. 

A great number have united with the church of which Mr.- 
Wilson is pastor ; which church is composed.of Baptists and 
Pedobaptists. The precise number that have joined this church 
during the revival, I have not ascertained; but I believe that 
many, if not most of them, have been. buried with Christ in bap- 
tism.* A few have also joined with the Congregational church, 
under the pastoral care of Mr. Williams. Both of: these 
churches receive persons into their fellowship upon a prefomion 
of faith, and a change of heart. 

Persons of different ages have been the subjects of this gra- 
cious work ; but the greatest proportion are younj: people, from 
fourteen to twenty-one years of age. Scveral people of coloun 
have also participated in the riches of grace; and ¥ have rejoiced 
in having the opportunity of going with them into the water, 
and burying them in baptism. Some of the relations which 
they. have given of the work of God in their hearts, have been 
truly astonishing and soul-refreshing. We had generally. two 
~ or three meetings in different parts of the town every evening 
in, the week for divine worship, I have thought that it pleased: 
the Holy Ghost to bicss all the means of instruction—Prayer, 
praise, conference, baptism, the Lord’s supper, and the preach- 
ing of the word. 

In general it has been to me a blessed season. Eternal thfhgs 
appeared all-important, and the things of time trifling and eya- 
nescent. At one church-meeting there were twenty-four candi- 
dates who came before the church: they all appeared to talk as 
in the immediate presence of the God of glory, and the fervent 
glow of Christian affection which pervaded the bosoms of the 
disciples of our Lord Jesus, made us feel the face of Paul’s ex- 
pression, “heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” The work has 
. abated, yet blessed be God, the church was never in more har- 
mony and love, and we are still gathering in some berries from 





~~ 


* Mr. Wilson is so obliging as to dip, or sprinkle, or pour, according te 
the wishes of his people—Ep. 
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the top of the uppermost boughs. ' I feel my own insufficiency 
to watch over so large a flock; Oh that Almighty strength may 
sustain and direct me to the faithful discharge of the duties con- 
nected with my important trust’! I believe that every servant 
who feels his own dependence, will feel for his wena ec ren 
Then, I trust, I have your prayers. 

As to Bristol, the work has been truly astonishing. Within 
the space of ten weeks, nearly three hundred have professed that 
they have obtained good hope through grace. But as I have 
not been at liberty to visit them except one Lord’s Day, it would 
be impossible for me to communicate such particular informa- 
tion’ as would be desirable. Brother Winchell is now on the 
spot, and can obtain more correct information on the subject. I 
will speak to him when an opportunity occurs, and request him 
to forward it to you. 

Warren has, within two or three weeks past, been blessed 
with some of the shower; though not extensively, yet it is 
thought ‘by, the brethren to be increasing, and for, which they 
seem to be really praying. 

I wish I could. have been more: diffuse. in. the account, but 
time forbids, and I often reflect, that as all the works of the Re- 
deemer will be the subject of eternal gratitude’ and praise, so it 
will not be long before in the light of eternity, we (if we love 
him) shall celebrate his high praise, and recount the wonders of 
his grace. 

Though unknown to Mrs. Maclay, yet having obtained inform- 
ation respecting her, I beg her and you to accept my Christian 
love, and am your brother in the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

STEPHEN GANO. 

Elder A. Maclay. 

-_—w2oe 

The stream doth not more naturally lead to the fountain, nor 
the effect to the cause, than true grace leads the soul to Christ. 

Bring up thy children in the knowledge and admonition of the 
Lord ; the mother ought to be a teacher in the father’s absence. 
Prov. xix. 27. “ the words which his mother taught him :” and 
Timothy was instructed by his grandmother Lois, and his mother 
Eunice. 2 Tim. i. 5. 





ORIGINAL POETRY. 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


ON HEARING SERMONS. 


A ptvine and heavenly authority has said, take heed how ye 
hear; and an eminent preacher in speakings from’ these words, 
has told us there are careless hearers, who attend the house of 
God merely from custom or ceremony “critical hearers, who 
love nothing but what is spoken in a learned elegant manner; 
captiouse hearers, who will not attend to any thing that militates 
against their prejudices; and finally, candid and serious hear- 
ers, who love and relish the word of God, and reap comfort, in- 
struction, and vital illumination frem hearing the word. It was 
a meditation upon these words, Mr. Editor, that gave birth to 
the following lines. If you think them worth a place in your re- 
ligious miscellany, they are cordially at your service. 


LINES ON HEARING. 


Carpus. Mercy upon us, what a lengthy prayer, 
He needs Job’s patience who sits meekly there ; 
And such a sermon: Moses had been vext 
To hear such stuff from so divine a text, 

So trite, dull, meagre, common-place, and stale, 
*T was like a thread-bare coat, or long-drawn ale ; 
Such language too, so vulgar, mean, and coarse, 
As destitute of elegance as force ; 

Was it a sermon fit to‘hear? Alas! 

*T was not unlike the braying of an ass. 

Luscus. The text was read, and no more said about it, 
He might, in truth, as well have done without it; 
The man would do t’ address a noisy crowd, 

He speaks so fast, and bawls so monstrous loud ; 
The subject, tho’ I slept, I do contend, 

Was poor divinity from end to end. 

Candidus, worthy soul, was coming past, 

And heard his neighbours talking loud and fast, 
Thought they were talking of the Christian walk, 
And nearer drew to profit by their talk ; 





MELANCHOLY INTELLIGENCE. 


He heard them name the preacher, and was glad, 
And added, what a charming theme we had; 
With sweet simplicity of heart averr’d, 

How much his soul was blest by what he heard ; 
He never was so blest in all his days, 

And thought such preaching was above all praise. 
Carpus replied, that sounds a little queer, 

Since we, as well as you, were also there ; 

And to be plain, it matter’d not to squint, 

We heard of nothing so uncommon in’t ; 

It might do others good, he’d not deny, 

But he must own, he thought it very diy. 

Thus captious critics wiredraw and abuse, 

And treat a sermon as they treat the news ; 

On. some slight flaws triumphantly they harp, 
Their wit is blunt, but their ill-nature sharp ; 
They do not go to profit, but condemn, 

Hence good to others is not good to them. 


Not doers of the word, but judges these, 

Whom none can profit, and but few can please ; 

No rays of truth illuminate their breasi, 

Who hear to cavil never yet: were blest. 
Greenwich Village, Nov. 1812. 


te 
MELANCHOLY INTELLIGENCE. 

The friends of the Missionary Cause will read with sincere 

regret the following intelligence, which is copied from the 
“ London Commercial Chronicle” of the 17th September last. 
' & A letter from Serampore, dated March 12th, received Sep- 
tember 9, gives an account of a fire, which broke out in the Mis- 
sion-house, on Wednesday evening, March 11, and destroyed 
2000 teams English paper, (worth there 5000/. sterling) and 
founts of tyfies in FOURTEEN LANGUAGES, besides English. The 
loss cannot be less than $53,333 33, and all the literary labours 
of the Missionaries are interrupted at once.” 

An interesting Letter from Eurofe was received too late for 
fublication this week, it shail appear in our next. 





